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Turkish army was routed and Hussein Pasha, the titular
Pasha of Egypt, was taken prisoner. The battle of Beilan gave
Ibrahim the command of the Taurus Mountains, and his
army soon marched through its defiles and descended into
the vast plains of Asia Minor. Adana, on the southern coast
of Asia Minor, which was famous for its timber, was occupied
at the express orders of Mohammed AIL Ibrahim then
advanced westwards and camped at KQnieh, an admirable
defensive position. There he wintered and manoeuvred his
troops in readiness to meet the Sultan's second army under
Rechid Mohammed Pasha, Ibrahim's colleague in the siege of
Missolonghi and the second titular Pasha of Egypt.

The flying success of the Egyptian armies roused the
apprehensions of the Sultan. He appealed to the Powers for
help, but Europe was then occupied with national outbursts
on the Continent and in England. The Sultan had especially
wanted the naval help of England which, if granted, would
have saved Acca and paralysed Mohammed All's military
activities. In reply to the Turkish request, England replied
that " naval assistance was a matter of greater difficulty than at
first sight it would appear to be/'

Lord Palmerston, the Foreign Secretary, alone favoured the
request and was overruled. "Twice," wrote Palmerston to
Lord Melbourne, the Prime Minister, " my opinion on these
ajGEairs has been overruled by the Cabinet, and twice the policy
which I recommended has been set aside: first in 1833 when
the Sultan sent to ask our aid before Mohammed Ali had made
any material progress in Syria .. ."* But in the House of Com-
mons Palmerston had to defend the policy approved by the
Cabinet. He said: ** Occupied before Holland and Portugal,
it would have been impossible to have sent to the Sultan a
squadron that would have comported with the naval dignity
of Great Britain/'2

When the only quarter from which the Sultan could safely
hope for assistance disappointed him, Mahmud ordered his
generals to advance and give battle to Ibrahim, firmly estab-
lished behind his defensive lines at Konieh. Rechid, who was
at the head of a picked force nearly double that of Ibrahim,

1 Bulwer, Life of Pabnerston, ii, 360.
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